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A S the tranſactions of the Diſtrict Meet- 
2ng, and the reply of the Truſtees at Not- 
tingham, reſbefling the preſent Diviſion 
and conteſt about the Chapel, is judged of 
importance to the METHODISTS in general, 
at has been thought proper to publiſh theſe, 


and circulate them for their information 


throughout the connection. 


AN 


Impartual A ccount, 


Sc. 


HE attention of the Mxrhoprsrs is particularly” 
1 fixed upon the conteſt between the Preachers and 
the People, reſpecting the Carer at Nottingham; 
from which the Preachers have lately been expelled by 
the defire of the majority of the Society, and as Diſtrict 


Meetings have been held: by the Preachers, and ſeveral 


letters have been ſent to, and from that Meeting, and as 
a partial, and mutilated account of theſe letters has been 
ee, with various miſrepreſentations, apparently 
or the purpoſe of impoſing on the Methodiſts, it has 
been e expedient, that the whole ſhall be publiſhed: 
for their full information. It is really extraordinary, 
that, in the conduct of our opponents, ſo much atten- 
tion ſhould be uſed to keep back from Public view, the 
main object in the Diſpute, which is, the admiſſion of 
the People into the Yearly Aſſembly, which Aſſembly 
has hitherto been keept entirely Sent from them.— 
Certainly the Preachers and their Friends well knew, 
and maturely conſidered the very great hurt that 


their cauſe would receive from a full expoſure of the 
whole truth, and a fair ſtatement of the fundemental 


cauſe of the preſent conteſt ; for they have publiſhed 
thoſe letters, that they ſuppoſed would ſerve their pur- 
poſe, and keep the People in ignorance, but have curi- 
ouſly ſuppreſſed others, in which the grounds of the 
Diſpute were explained. | | 
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LETTER I. 


From the Committee of Leaders, Sc. which was of 
the greateſt importance to thoſe who wiſhed to be in- 
Formed of the Diſpute between the Preachers and 


the People, but which the friends of the Preach 
have not printed in their 2 ate. N 


October 24th, 1797. 
RkSsECTRED FRIENDS, e 
ME have embraced the opportunity that the time has 
afforded us ſince the receipt of yours, of the 2oth ult. 
of conſulting our friends on the important buſineſs of 
that letter, and according to the promiſe we then made 
vou, we now return you our anſwer. We conſider 
Your letter, as requiring a two-fold reply, the one as it 
proceeds from our much eſteemed, but deluded Not- 
tingham Brethren, who have the unhappineſs of being 
in the minority in the late Diſpute, reſpecting the 
choice of Preachers for our Society, in the behalf of 
which minority your letter is ſigned by Mr. Platts, 
and the other as coming from the Conference, and 
figned in its behalf by Mr. Bartholomew, each of theſe 
we will ſeparately notice. | 

With reſpect to the Propoſals the letter contains, as it. 
relates to our Nottingham Friends, we think. it at pre- 
ſent abſolutely premature.—An arbitration always pre- 
ſuppoſes that the contending parties, have in vain at- 
tempted to ſettle a Diſputed Matter between thernſelves, 
and as their laſt attempt, to avoid litigation, have re- 
courſe to arbitration. But we bave never yet exchang- 
ed a fingle word with our diſſatisfied Friends reſpecting 
their claims, that as ſubſcribers to the Chapel, we ac- 
knowledge they have on us; ſhould however, our at- 
tempts to ſatisfy them, prove without effect. We will 
then conſider on the propriety of doing it by thoſe 
means they have recommended to us. : 5 

As to the propoſals of the Conſerence, which are to 
ſubmit it to arbitration whether we ſhall, or ſhall not 
receive ſuch Preachers into our Chapel, as they ſhall 
ſend to us ; our reply is, that we will nat ſubmit this 
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to any arbitration whatever. We conceive that the 
Truſtees conſidering themſelves as the ſervants of the 
Society, and as acting by its direction, are the only 
Perſons that both in reaſon and law, ought to deter- 
mine this matter; and we are determined never to give 


our conſent to have this power reſigned to the Confe- 


rence. If we ſubmit to any arbitration between us and 
the Conference, this is admitting that the Conference has 
ſome claim on us, but we are determined to abide by,. 
and to defend our opinion, that the Conference has no 
legal claim on us whatever, nor can it have any claim 
in equity, after the fall and public declarations we have 
made, which are, that we will heartily receive the 
Preachers, whenever they are willing to open their Con- 
ference to the repreſentatives of a pious and benevolent”. 
People. But were the Truſtees willing even in the 
ſmalleſt degree, to accede to the Propoſals of the Con- 
ference, certainly they would not be ſo weak, as to ſub- 


mit to that very arbitration, that the Conference has 


wickedly attempted to influente by certain, unjuſt, and 
falſe 1 ſuch as are contained in their minutes 
publiſhed at Leeds. When we compare theſe Minutes 
with thoſe of the late Diſtrict Meeting at Nottingham, . 
we cannot but accuſe the Preachers of the greateſt du- 
plicity and inconſiſtency. In the latter we are ſtiletl 
very Dear Brethren, and other expreſſions of eſteem, 
and affection are uſed ; but in * we are com 
pared to Tares among the Wheat, we are ſaid to place 
all our religion in ſpeculative ſentiments of liberty, 
we are called the turbulent diſturbers of Zion, God is 
thanked: that we are withdrawn from them, we are ſaid 
to be the emiſſaries of Satan, and a ſtrong inſinuation 


that we ſhall be driven to Hell, cloſes this pious para 


graph, that in the ſequal is figned by the Secretary, in 
behalf of the Conference. | 
Me are really ſorry to obſerve, that every day the 
breach between us- and the Preachers, becomes wider 
and wider, the domineering and inſulting language uſed 

by the Conference, and by many of thoſe Preachers that 

have received their documents immediately from it, and 
| A.. have 
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bare had in that, School the finiſhing firoke to their 


Education, removes. us further from thoſe Brethren we 


j 

* * 

1 
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much eſteem, and to whom we ſhould rejoice to be 
again united whenever this can be etfected on Scriptu- 


— ral terms. 


Me think it neceſſary to obſerve, that as much has of 
late been ſaid by individuals, (but on what ground or 
authority, we are unacquainted) of the great conceſſions, 
that will-be made to the People by the next Conference, 
a farce that has long been acted with ſucceſs to impoſe 
upon the People, but is now become too ſtale to delude 
them any longer; and as much has alſo been faid about 


the admiſſion of Delegates with limited powers, &c. &c. 


To prevent any unneceffary trouble to our Friends, we 
think it neceſſary ta make this poſitive declaration, that 
nothing now but full, and entire repreſentation in Con- 
ference, ſhall ſatisfy us; no half meaſures ſhall ever 
make us willing to unite again with the Preachers, and 
of conſequence we cannot join our Brethren who are de- 
termined to adhere to them. Such meaſures as thoſe to 
which we allude, would have prevented a ſeparation. 
but they will not now cauſe a reunion. As the Preach- 
ers by their tyfanny have driven us from them; we will 


never conſent to a frunion, without the full admiſſion 


of Delegates, and the inveſtigation by them of all ac- 
counts, both as they relate to all the collections, and: 
the ſale of books. | | | 

As the Conference threatens us with a proſecution, but 
at the fame time graciouſly hold out a pardon. for our 


yo offences, an conditions of our returning to our 


meal ure of their iniquity, we ſhall not be detered from 


rmer obedience; after thanking the Preachers for their 
condeſcendtion in their willingneſs to receive us to favour 
again; we mult reject their offer, and at the ſame time 
we declare, that if they are ſo mfatuated as to go to law, 
(and there is no eſtimating by the common rules of cal- 
cutation what may be expected from . thoſe who are 
intoxicated by the love and exerciſe of power, fuch be- 
ing not in the habit of improving by paſt a 
ſhould their final determination be thus, to fill up the 
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our feadfaftneſs—ave are determined to meet them ow! —_— 
any ground which their obſtinacy may coinpel us to- _ 
defend, nor ſhall all the threats, or ſmiles of the Con- 
ference ever make us relinquiſh. one jot of thoſe, demands. _ 
we are convinced are our due.—We are much grieved. © "# 
at the preſent unhappy diviſion amongſt us, but we = 
look on the cauſe as being only in the Conference; the 
reſſors, and not we who. ©: 


Preachers, we afhrm are 
have truth on our fide. We really pity the ſituation. of 
ſame of the Preachers who fee the folly of their proceed= 
ings, and they would ſee it more fully they would: 
* how much they are falling into univerſal cenſure 


did they mix with any other 2 but the con- 
e 


tracted circle of their own Friends. are ſorry that 


ſuch Preachers will not act according to the integrity pl 
their owa hearts, but fuffer themſelves. to be reitrained. 


by afew domineering Preachers who hold them and the 
People in ſlavery. 
conteſtible facts, and by the avowal of many of the 
Preachers, and even by that of the ninty- fix, who were: 
eompelled to bear their teſtimony to the contrary. 


Signed in behalf of the Committee, of Truſtees, Ns 


Leaders and. People, 1 
Rozzzz HALL 
LETTER . 


From the Diſtrict» Meeting in reply to No. k, which 
the Friends of the Preachers haue not publiſhed. 


Nottingham, October, 24, 1797. 

Dz az BuzTuaen, TON 
WE have received, read, and carefully. conſidered 
your Letter, of this date, the reſult whereof is as follows. 
We are {till of the ſame mind, you allow us to have 
been on the 20 ult. namely, <* defirous-to: avoid. all 
uaneceary altercation: with. you.” Ik is: our opinion, 
| um i . 5 that 
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that the chief part if not the whole of your Letter now 

before us, leads to that only. Therefore, while we are- 
determined to abide in this mind, you will not be ſur- 
prized if we take no further notice of the greater part of 
what you have written; however it may tend to diſ- 


play the talent 
well calculated to promote contention and not concord, 


but we do not ſee that it at all affects the merits of the 


cauſe between us. If we muſt notice any part of it, it 


is as follows: namely, we have done as you ſay you ho 


have in conſulting our Friends upon the ſübject. You: 
appear on account of the double Signatures of the 20 


ult. to conſider. us as two Parties, but we here aſſure 


you in this caſe we are perfectly one. That what we 
addreſs you upon is, not as Subſcribers to that Chapel, 


but as thoſe who arg mutually defrauded by. the ſteps - 
you have taken reſpecting it; and not we alone, but the 


Society, and the Town, &c.“ We are not a little ſur- 

prized, that you had not on the 21 ult. been acquarnted. 
with your 
which we then alſo knew to be the caſe in general, but 


not in all particulars, and that you had not then pro- 
poſed an interview without accepting of the term propo- 


fed, for finally agreeing to that propaſal we ſent you. 


We are quite at a loſs to know, how you can affirm that 
you are acting for and in concurrence with the Society, 
ſurely you will not affirm: that this was obtained at the 
Meeting on the memorable Friday Evening in Auguſt 


laſt; but if you have e the methods uſed at that 
Meeting to delude thoſe preſent into ſuch aſſent, we 
and many others well remember them, and if we were 


ſo unhappy as you expreſs by being in the minority, we lp: 


aſſure you we were not deluded into it, nor do we think 


it can be made clearly appear that thoſe who are where 
fo. Had this been the caſe, that the Majority of the- 


Society, had authorized you to act as you have done, 
it 
® For a further explanation of this, ſee Appendix, page 18. 


} This paſſage is either downright nonſenſe, or purpoſely deſigned 20 
perplex the caſe that Mr. M. or Conference might aftetward interpret, as 
ma] beſt ſuit their own purpoſe, 


e talents of the Author, for that ſcience being ſo 


30 q 
1 y 
, 


efinition of: the Ground of Arbitration, 


+ 


50 


5 
”- 

* 4 

q C 


_ 


r 
= 
* 

4 


6-3 


++ would not have been more juſt than it is, as we think. 


you have done it without their authority. See your 
are” oeed of Truſt, and then it will clearly appear, that 
ur- ou as Truſtees, are Guardians of thoſe Premiſes for 
_ of wo Parties; namely, the Preachers or Conference, 
liſ- nd the People, neither of whoni had any right to ſacri- 
; fo- ice the intereſt of the other in thoſe Premiſes, If yow 
Id, defire a converſation upon the ground of your Truſts, 
the - as above ſtated, which are the only Juſt, Legal and 
- tf Equitable Grounds in this caſe, and thoſe on which we 
you" ahuſe to converſe with you, we are ready to meet you: 
Lou Wt 10 o' Clock, to-morrow forenoon, the 25th inſt. for 


20 bt hat purpoſe. Your anſwer to this Propoſal, we deſire 


ure o be ſent to Mr. Platts, by 9 o'Clock this Evening. 
Kg * Signed 1n behalf of the Meetting, 

— = JohN PLArrs. 

=_ N. B. We do not ground any thing upon the reports 
ned e ſhear, though we have heard ſeveral, nor make any 
on. obſervation upon them. 

buf | | 

ro- | LET TAL: MM 

opo=- | 


2 8 H enb from the Committee of the Leaders, &. in an- 
that ſwwer ty No. 2, which the Friends of the Preachers 


ety, have not inſerted in their Publication. | 

the WE are willing to meet with the Nottingham Bre- 

guſt thren, to converſe with them on the ſubject in diſpute, 

that but have nothing to do with the Preachers or. the — 

.we ſerence. Signed in behalf of the Committee, 

were ROBERT HALL. 

, we-. | | 

bink | 

ie. LETTER IV. | 

the From the Brethren that adhere to the ald Canference, 

one, which they have not Printed. 4 
it | Nottingham, October, 28, 1797. 

Dear BatrTHREN, _ | 


AS you with to meet the Nottingham Brethren 
with- 


[007 
without the Preachers, or Conference: this you know 
is not our Propofal to you; but as you appear ſo averſe 
to ſee the Preachers, we will ſhew. our willingeſs to hear 
what you have to ſay, and meet you without the Prea- | 
chers being preſent with us, not as an evidence of our 
detachment from them, but from our hope of receiving 
from you ſome information relative to ourſelves ;. as you 
know the critical fituation ſome of us are in as to the 
Premiſes. We will therefore meet you at the Veſtry or 
elſwhere, at 3-0'Clock this afternoon : on condition, 
that two of you meet two of us at 2 Oo Clock, to fix pro- 
per Prelimanaries for conducting that Meeting. Al- 
ways obſerving, that we will not have any thing to de 
where your Preachers are preſent. 


Signed in behalf of the Meeting, 


Joun PLATrrs. 


IN conſequence of the above Letter, four Perſons: i 
of the Committee-of Truſtees had an interview with the 
ſame number of Truſtees of the old Conference. When 
the following Propoſals were made to them. 1ſt. That 


the money that has been ſubſcribed to the Chapel, 
ſhould be returned to every Subſcriber, that would make 


a demand of it, this not being ſatisſactory to the-Friends. 
of the Qld Conference, it was 2dly, Propoſed to give 
them 200. on condition that they ſhould build a Cha- 
pel, the mony to be paid as follows: Fo. at layin 
the foundation, go when the Chapel was opened, an 
the other 100 by inſtalments in a year or two, as con- 
venient paying intereſt for it till it was paid: but it was 
further expreſſed, that if a Law Suit ſhould take place 
between the Conference and the Truſtees, which Law 
Suit, the Truſtees are determined to withſtand, in that 
| eaſe the money ſhonld be returned, fo far as the Truſ- 
tees might ſuffer by ſuch Law Suit. It 1 —_— to ob- 
ſerve, that the Truſtees have been uniform in their de- 
clarations, that they will give no ſum of money, for 
the-purpoſe of. purchaſing Peace with. the m__ 
| hey 


0 1-1 } 


They are determined on this, that they may Thew to 
ankind how far the Preachers will proceed, rather than 
Wafer an abatement of their power, or, open the door of 
heir conclave to 'the reprefentatives of that People by 
om they are Supported, and whoſe Servants they 
4%, themſelves to be; but ſtill they think it right, 
hat if the- ſhould erer pay from their Preſent Eſtate 
any ſum of money, and ſhall hereafter ſuffer by litiga- 
ion, that they ſhall be indemnified by the N ottingham 
Friends for themſelves only againft ſuch loſs, as far as 
he amount of the ſum paid to them. 


LETTER | 
From the Friends of the Old Conference, 


| Nottingham, October, 26, 1797. 

Dear BRRTHREN, 1 8 

WE have 3 for the Propoſals in writing you 
e 


ade to the ſelet Members of our Committee, who 
ons: et thoſe of yours laſt night according to appointment, 
the Put have not been able to obtain them. e therefore 


leſire you would be ſo kind as to ſend them as 
don as poſſible. Mean time we hereby inform you, 
pel, fiat we have conſidered them as ſtated by our Brethren 


ake hen they returned from you, and conſulted our Friends 
nds. n the ſame, who with us entirely diſapprove of them, 
[ws As this is the caſe, and your firſt Letter of the 24th 
Nas 


ſtant, informs us, if your attempts to ſatisfy us proved 
neffectual, you would then confider the mode of ſet- 
Wing this difference by Arbitration ;* we therefore deſire 
at you will do this as ſoon as poſſible, and let us have 


e reſult of ſuch deliberations this afternoon, as we are 
lace eary of this buſineſs and wiſh to have it concluded one 
2 ay or another. | | $98 : 

a | 
rut Signed in behalf of the Meeting, 
ob 


JohN PLATrrSs. 


2329 


* Our Letter ſays, const on Tut Porter, ſee page 1. this . 
buk be a wilful miſtake which could be enly made by Mr. M. 
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N- B. We requeſt your Anſwer by 4 o'Clock this 
afternoon at the urtheff | 4 
LETTER .. A 


From the Committee of Leaders, &c. L 
4 Nottingham, November, 1, 1 292. {« 


Dear BnkTHRRRN, h re 

IF we do not miſtake your meaning, you ſeem de- fa 
firous of confounding what we are careful to ſeparate; ot 
we wiſh you to obſerve, we have nothing at all to do 


with the Conference: our buſineſs lies wholly with 


ou. 

We are ſtill willing to give you 200%. as propoſed} ©* 
yeſterday ; and "my the Ae we 11 in ering 
upon the Society to agree to give that ſum, we are very 
certain they will not conſent to give any more; and} 
therefore with you to conſider this as our final determi-3 
nation. 4 

We with at the fame time in your reply to the above, 
you would give us your anſwer ſo long expected, re- 
ſpecting the Dwelling Houſes. | 

| Signed in behalf of the Committee, 
Ropzrt HALL. 


Aſter this a verbal meſſage was ſent to the Cammitte 
Truſtees, Sc. propofing to give the Truſtees 200]. 

if they would relinquiſh the Chapel, to which thi 
Truftees ſent a verbal reply, that they would not part 
wir the Chapel for that nor any other Sum. ; 


| LETTER. VI | 
From the Friends of the Old Conforence, which thy 
kave Printed, | | 
Nottingham, October, 27, 199) 

Dear BRRTRRN, 


WE ſent you a metiage yeſterday which we think 


( 13. 


you did not fully hear, therefore could not underſtand. 
On this ſuppoſi ion your reply could not be proper. But 
if you did and it was proper, we beg leave to obſerve to 
you, that the natural, unavoidable and immediate ef- 
fect of it is, a litigious, tedious, and expenfive Suit in 
Law, or Equity entered upon either by you or us. By 
you if we continue the Poſſeſſion of the Dwelling Hou- 
ſes, which we at preſent are reſolved to do. By us to 
recover our Privileges in the whole Premiſes, which you 
fay ** You will not allow us.“ Theſe being our views 
of the matter between you and us, And being now as 
we ever have been averſe to any Law Suit ; we ſend 
you our meſſage in writing, that you may coolly deli- 
berate upon it, and ſend us your anſwer in ſuch a way 
as the importance of the buſineſs to both requires. f ſt, 
Me then offer you zoo. paid down, as ſoon as our 
conditions are by you complied with. adly, To free 
you at the ſame time from the Mortgage on the Chapel 
and every other ſecurity, any of you have to our know- 
ledge given for any money laid out upon the Premiſes. 
On this condition, that the ſurviving Truſtees do con- 
vey the whole Premiſes ſubject to the ſame uſes ; 
Truſts and Proviſos as they now are and originally 
were deſigned to be, to ſuch Truſtees as we ſhall chuſe. 
And further, we engage to be at all the expence of any 
Deeds neceſſary for thoſe purpoſes. And all this we 
engage to do to prevent all Suits as above. 

Now Brethren weigh this, remembering him who has 
ſaid, ** With good advice make War, We fay go to 

A. 
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Signed in behalf of the Meeting, 


JohN PLArrs. 


Should you refuſe this, to ſave any further trouble to 
both, and for the very fame end cf preventing Law and 
nat only. We further add. 1, That we will accept 
00 C. paid down at the full ſettlement of theſe Propo- 
a'ss 2dly, That our Friends ſhall then be freed from 
il ſecurities to your knowledge, they have given for 
mone - 
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money lard out upon the Premiſes. 3dly, That you 
alſo engage to be at all the exyence of Deeds neceſſary 
for theſe purpoſes. You agreeing to theſe Propoſals we 
will engage. 1ft, To build a Chapel with all convenient 
expedition. 2aly, That if any Suit either in Law or 
Equity, be entered by the Conference againſt you, the 
£'.300 ſhall be returned. zdly, That we will put you 
in poilſeſſion of one of the Dwelling Houſes at Chriſtmas 
next enſuing. And pay you a reaſonable rent for the 
other, ſo long as we chuſe to retain it, and be at liberty 


to give or receive proper warning, to quit the ſame 
peaceabl y. 
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Signed in behalf of the Meeting, 
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Joun PLaATTSs. 
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N. B. We wait your anſwer, will take it as a favour 
to have it as ſoon as poflible. 


rn 


From the Truſtees, which was ſent and read to them, 1 
but the perſon who went with it, had orders not to 
read it in Mr. Mathers preſence, for we were deter- 
mined to be con ſiſtent with our reſolution, which is 
to have no further communication with the Conference Wi 
till the admiſſion of the People into their aſſembly, i 
Mould became (on the part of the Preachers ) the 
Subject of negociation. _ 


OUR former Propoſals being rejected by you, we do Wl 
not now conſider them as binding on us, and with tof 1 | 
have nothing more to ſay on this ſubject, except that, 
when you build a C hapel, you ſhall find we will liberal- 


ly aſſiſt you. 
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AFTER this anſwer was ſent, two of the Friends of 


the Old Conference came immediately to the Commit- 
tee with freſh Propoſals, but before theſe Propoſals were 
mentioned, they were informed by the Committee, that 


E: if what they had to propoſe, was connected with any 


indemnification againſt a proceſs in Law from the 
Conference, they need not give them any further trou- 
ble, for they were reſolved to have no indemnification 
either from the Conference, or from its Friends in its 
behalf, for the Truſtees were fully reſolved that the 


Conference ſhould remain at full liberty, to commence 


their threatned Proceſs whenever they think proper ; 
in - conſequence of this converſation the two Friends 
withdrew. 

A. day .or two after this, the Truſtees having been 
reproached with acting too poſitively, and with net 
having called another Meeting of their Committee, to 
reconſider their laſt determination; another full Meet- 
ing of the Coinmittee was called, when it was unani- 


X mouſlly agreed to abide by our former determination, 


and the following Note was ſent. 


LETT EIN IE 


Dear FniEN Ds, November 2d, 1997. 
A Meeting has been called at your requeſt, for the 
purpoſe of reconſidering the Buſineſs of laſt Friday, 
after mutually deliberating upon it, we have concluded 
to abide by our former refolutions, which were read 


8 over to you at that time. 


Signed in behalf ol the Committee, 
+ Sb CHARLES SUTTON» 


LESTER 


BreTHREN, _ November zd, 1797. 
HAVE you entirely forgot that Meſſrs. Hall and 
Barlo called upon Brother Taft laſt Tueſday, © in- 
| * | form 
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form him, and to requeſt him to inform ns that they 
withed amicably to ſettle our diſpute, and they did not 


doubt bat the conditions propofed by us, wonld he ac- "I 4 


cepted, nay did not they affert that they were confident WM 
that the majority of their Committee with themſelves, 


were defirous to give us the 300L. as propoſed, did 1 
not they alſo affure us that the Meeting ſhould be 


called, the money paid, the Bonds cancelled, ani | 
in ſhort the. agreement finally and amicably ſettled, | 
either yeſterday or to day at fartheſt, with what pro- 
priety then we aſk you, can you inform us that at 
our requeſt you have again reconſideted, maturely de- 
liberated, and finally rejected our Propofals, we ſhould 
certainly be ſurpriſed to have received ſuch a letter from 
any other Men than yourſelves, bat after your former 
conduct, we cannot wonder at any thing you do or ſay. 
Inſtead of the letter you ſent, would it not have been 
better if you had informed us that Meffrs. Hall, Bar- 
low, Salthouſe, and Edſon, &. found thernſetves de- 
ceived in their expectations and that the majority of 
their Friends being more deſirous of Litigation, than 


themſelves, were determined to reſtore nothing that 


they had ſo unjuſtly ſeized from us, except when com- 
pelled by Law. | 7 
We fhall ever conſider a Law- ſuit as the laſt refort— 
but after having propoſed Arbitration, and various other 
reaſonable and accomodating Terms, even ſuch as you 


\ 


yourſelves cannot be unanimons in rejecting. We are 


ready to prove that it is not becauſe we fear that juſtice I 
will not reſtore what you have dared ſo unchriſtian like, 
to ſeize, and what you continue fo unjuſtly and illegally XR 
to retdin. E 2 
Signed in behalf of the Committee, 
Joun PLArrs. 


WITH reſpe& to this letter, it may be obſerved; the 
charges are too general to admit of being followed WF. 
through every part of it, but it is neceffary to remark, 


\tatiaftead of Mr. Taft being affured the Bond, Ke. 
| ead of Mr * 8 Gould 1 


(IF 


fhould be immediately cancelled, he was expreſsly in- 
formed, and reaſons were aſſigned to him why that could 
not be immediately the caſe, but that it ſhould be done 
as ſoon as poflible ; he was alſo informed at the com- 
mencement of that converſation, that no part of it ſhould 
= be confdered as binding, till approved by the Committee; 
bother parts of this letter are alſo equaily void of truth, 
and are full of ſlander and miſrepreſentation. 
We ardently wifh that we may have no further 
trouble, or give any to the Preachers, or their Friends, 
to avoid which we affure them, that all further applica- 
tion from them, will be of no effect, till they are pro- 
perly authoriſed to treat with us on the eſſential part of 
the Diſpute, which is our admiſſion into the Conference 
when we are aſſured that they are properly prepared to 
treat with us on that ſubject, they ſhall then ſee what- 
ever may have been ſaid to the contrary, that we are 
not enemies to peace. 


Signed by the Committee, in behalf 
of the Society, . 


JosE R WooDnovst, 
CHaRLEs SUTTON, 
TRHOMAS SALTHOUSE, 
WILLIAM SINGLETON,, 
Joszrn IN HAM, 
AB13an Bonp, 
Srmon Ox ILL, 
RogRRT GRERGORT, 
WILLIAM PaRRRR, 
Tromas Lockwoon, 
JoskrR WARP. 
Joun Ricuarps. 


RoBexr Har, 

Samuel Bartow, Ed 
 Tmonas Dawson, Truft A 

Josxra Barker, 
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Q 
by every means in their powęr, to fix the charge of diſ- 
honeſty on the Nottingham "Truſtees for having expel- 
led them from the Chapel; and have charged them 
with having acted contrary to the principles of Juſtice 
and Equity; it becomes neceſſary once more, particu- 
larly to notice their reaſoning on this ſubject, 

If the queſtion be aſked, in what reſpects are the 
Truſtees Guardians for the Chapel, the Preachers re- 
ply, they are to ſee that the Preachers maintain the doc- 
trines contained in Mr. Weſley's ſermons and notes 
on the New Teſtament: but that their power over 
the Preachers extends no further. —In reply to this it 
may be obſerved, that ſo far from theſe doctrines being 
a proper rule by which the Truſtees may determine on 
the fitneſs of a Preacher: ſome of Mr. Weſley's Ser- 
mons have been ſubjects of controverſy among the 
Preachers themſelves, many of whom have denied ſome 
of his principal Hypotheſes. The late Mr. John Ham- 
ſon, a Preacher of undoubted abilities, went ſo far as 


publicly (and in Mr. Weſley's preſence) to contradict : 


the doctrine contained in his Sermon on the Witneſs of 
the Spirit. We do not mention this as offering any ſen- 
timents of our own, on Mr. Weſley's Works, but oniy 
to ſhew the diverfity of ſentiments, that the Preachers 
had on the ſubject, and conſequently the folly of ſup- 
poſing, that this Creed is a ſufficient criterion, by which 
matters of ſuch importance ſhould be determined. —Be- 
fides to ſpeak more generally, can we ſuppoſe that man- 
kind will be better agreed, touching Mr. Wefley's doc- 
trines, than they are reſpecting that Scripture from 
which they are. uppoſed-to be deduced, for every ſe& 
in the Chriſtian World thinks itſelf the true interpreter 
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of Scripture, and that all ꝓthers maintain in ſome de- 


ree erroneous doctrines. 4 
If therefore the Truſtees uardians for the Chapel 
in any rational ſenſe, and are ſuppoſed to have a check 
on the Preachers of any importance, it muſt not reſt 


, on the ambiguous criterion of doctrine, but on the 


more plain definite, and unequivocal ground of moral 
conduct, and of equity in their tranſactions, which laſt 
particularly includes the faitliful account of money 
matters. 


If the Doctrines contained in Mr. Weſley's Works be 


4 the only tonch-ſtone, by which the Preachers ruſt be 


proved ; if they are to paſs through no other trial but 
the fiery ordeal of this voluminous teſt, and all other 
matters are to be determined by the Preachers them 
ſelves, to what corruption may not this be expected 
finally to lead. To fuppoſe that the Preachers are to 
be unmoleſted in their preſent plan, are to chuſe their 
own Members, be their own accuſers, judges and jury, 
to ſhut themſelves up, and tranſact all their affairs in 
the moſt ſecret manner, and in this way to receive and 


diſburſe large ſums of money without giving the Peo- 


ple any ſatisfactory accounts; is admitting a plan, that 
in the end, muſt certainly lead to the greateſt abuſes 
and abſurdities. This reaſoning of the Preachers will 
hold equally good, ſhould they become as wicked, and 
corrupt in practice as the Church of Rome at its darkeſt 
period, for in this caſe they may preach Mr. Weſley's 
doctrines, and by fo doing fulfil accordiag to their ac- 
mm all that the Law or the Truſtees can require of 
them. | | 

Let the Preacher or Preachers who in the Nottingham 
Circuit, have carried with them a copy of the Truſt 
Deed, for the purpoſe of ſtabbing the characters of indi- 
viduals in the dark, by giving their own interpretation 
of it, when the perſons calumniated, had no opportu- 
nity of replying to the charges falſely brought againſt 
them; we fay, let them anſwer to this plain queſ- 
tion, whether they will abide by their afſertions, and 
declare fully and openly, that the Truftees have no 


right 
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Tight to reject them, but on the uncertain charge 
falſe, doctrine —and that in caſes of Immorality, 
miſconduct in the government of the Church, or 
miſapplication of the Peoples money, that the Preach® 
ers are to be the only jadges of the conduct of each 
other, afd that the Societies ha nö right whatever to 
interfere in matters fo far above their comprehenſion. 
If they think proper to come forward in the face of thi: 
World, and make the ſame declarations openly tha, 
they have done ſecretly among their own Friends, they 
will not find the Truſtees hackward to meet them wt 
any manner that the Preachers may think proper to 
chooſe, for we are willing that all men may be judgeß 
of the controverſy: Brethren, uſe your reaſon, real 
your Bible, and then jurlge for yourſelves. 1 
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Signed in behalf of a majority of the Society. I 
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RoBexrT HALL, 7 S 
. SamveL BARLOO W. „ 
Thomas Dawgox, 5 Trufteess | 
Jozwrn BARKER,” 1 4 
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